SUZE ZIJLSTRA
58

About the author

Suze Zijlstra is Assistant Professor of Maritime Histor.y at Leiden Iiln}verg.lty.
She received her PhD at the University of Amsterdam in 2015 aftf:r efen 11}11g
a dissertation on seventeenth-century Suriname. The tjollovylng yealr\I s 1e
spent as a postdoctoral researcher at Georgetown University on a Niels
Stensen Fellowship. She is currently working on a book manuscript.

-
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The Peace of Ryswick (1697) and the Rise of European
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Abstract

This chapter focuses on the European community as it was imagined
in 1697 by Dutch authors celebrating the Peace of Ryswick. The aim is
threefold. Firstly, to show that the concept of ‘imagined community’ can be
stretched in a temporal way, as it provides us with a useful tool to discern
the rise of imagined communities, more particujarly the rise of national
and European communities, in the early modern period. Secondly, to
demonstrate that the European community was imagined in a variety of
ways and dispersed into several different imagined communities that were
defined by in- and exclusion of other denominations. Thirdly, to show that
there was a strong interplay between the national and European levels.
A close reading of the Dutch writings published to celebrate the Peace
of Ryswick reveals that these publications expressed a strong sense of a
shared European identity. Nevertheless, the majority primarily served
as a means to propagate national sentiments, supporting the political
and religious views of King/Stadtholder William III. History played a key
role in the creation of this Dutch sense of exceptionalism within a larger
European framework.

Keywords: Peace of Ryswick, national identity, Europeanism, imagined
community, Dutch history, King/Stadtholder William III

Europe, world’s pride, whose heart was trampled
by infuriated plagues of war

plunged into a sea of disasters,

buffeted from day to day by thundering gusts
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in the crashing of the breakers against the coast
wounded by the murder weapon, sinks powerless down to the earth

[...] Ah! She calls [...]
I descend in the eternal grave, my glory has gone.!

With this dramatic scene the Dutch bookseller and poet Frangois Halma
opened his ode to the Peace of Ryswick in 1697. Europe is about to descend
into the grave: all her powers are gone, and her former glory has vanished.
All hope seems to be lost, but then the poem takes a new turn. Europe begs
the princes and rulers of Europe to stop shedding their fellow Christians’
blood. Instead they should join forces to combat their common enemy, the
Turks. In the end, Europe’s wish is fulfilled: the European leaders make
peace at Ryswick, and a new period of prosperity dawns. What is more,
Europe forecasts a bright future, in which Istanbul, the Islamic capital of
the Ottoman Empire, will once again fall into Christian hands.

Halma’s poem celebrated an important event in European history: the
Peace of Ryswick. This international peace agreement ended nine years of
bloody warfare between France and the Grand Alliance, consisting of Austria,
several German principalities, Spain, England and the Dutch Republic.
During this war, several major battles took place, including at Fleurus (1690),
the River Boyne (1690) and Namen (1695).% Although secret negotiations had
already started in 1693, peace was not achieved until the end of 16973 In the
treaty between Spain and France it was stated that ‘the bloodiest war, which
had grieved Europe for such a long time’ had finally come to an end.* War
nevertheless continued in the central and eastern parts of Europe, where

Europe herstelt door de Algemeen Vrede (Utrecht 1697), A 2: ‘Europe, s
| Op 't hert getrappelt, en gedompelt in een
ingert in 't geklots der barning op
] Ach! roept ze [...] Tk daale

1 Frangois Halma,
waerelds Pronk, door woedende oorlogsplaagen,
zee | Van rampen, dag op dag van bulderende vlaagen / Gesl
deree [...]: /Door 't moordrapier gewond; zygt magteloos ter aarde [...
in ‘t eeuwig graf. myn glory is vergaan.’

On the Nine Years' Wars, see: G. Clark, ‘The Nine Years War, 1688-1697, in: J.S. Bromley

2
Volume 6: The Rise of Great Britain and Russia 1688-1715/25

(ed.), The New Cambridge History,

(Cambridge, 1970), 223-253.
3 H. Gabel, ‘Politik zwischen Wunsch und Wirklichkeit. Wilhelm 111, die Niederldndische

Republik und der Friede von Rijswijk (1697), in: Simon Groenveld, Maurits Ebben and Raymond
Fagel (eds), Tussen Munster & Aken, De Nederlandse Republiek als grote mogendheid (1648-1748)
(Maastricht, 2005), 39-45. On international relations in general during the Peace of Ryswick,
see: . Duchhardt (ed.), Der Friede von Rijswijk 1697 (Mainz, 1998).

4 Traité de Paix, Fait, conclu & arresté a Rijswijk en Hollande, les 20. du mois de Septembre, 1697.
Entre les Ambassadeurs & Plenipotentiaires desa majesté tres-chrestienne d'une; Et les Ambassadeurs
& Plenipotentiaires des seigneurs Estats Generaux des Provinces Unies du Pays-Bas de lautre part
(La Haye 1697), 1: la plus sanglante Guerre dont 'Europe ait eté affligeé depuis long temps’.
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;}}e Ott;))man Empm? was trying to expand its territory. After the Siege of
ienna by the Turks in 1683, these wars reached a new zenith in the 1690s.5
}.Ial.ma’s concept of a European peace was based on the idea of a ¢ a.
christiana universalis’, a general Christian peace. In his eyes, the coalitri) .
of European princes had to protect Europe against the perr;lanent th 02
of the Turks. His poem fits into a large body of early modern writin o
VV-hICh the terms ‘Europe’ and ‘European’ play a significant role Asg i}lln
historian Peter Burke has convincingly argued, from the sixteenth .centure
and onwards Europe was a community with which people could identif }‘;
The term's ‘Europe’ and ‘European’ were most frequently used in relation}t"o
the Turkish threat: being European primarily meant being Christian and
not Muslim. These and other uses make clear that ‘Europe’ was more th -
geographical term alone. It also expressed a form of collective consciousjn .
or a sense of group identity, very similar to, for instance, class consciousness
or national consciousness.” Burke published his observations in 1980, th e
years before the introduction of the term ‘imagined community’ b 9B(;,n dr 'ee
Anderson. However, Burke’s remarks abbut a collective Europea}rll ideet'ltC t
match astonishingly well with the concept of the ‘imagined commu 'tn ’1 Y
least if one is prepared to broaden the scope both temporally and eonl g ’}ft
ca'lly. Both authors make use of a discursive approach, focusin gn tirap .
printed matter was pivotal in shaping communal bonds amongs‘cg inhabiet We‘lcy
of tbe same territory. However, while Anderson solely applied the ter ant s
national communities in the mass media of the nineteenth and tweentr'n E
centuries, Burke’s study concerns early modern conceptions of Euro leF
sources which obviously had much lower circulation figures e
SlnFe Burke's study, many overviews about the emergence. of Europea
consc1.ousness or identity have appeared.® Whether they begin in Anti . it ;
the Middle Ages or the Early Modern Period, they all have in commor(ll 1tllllyé
t%ley consider Europe as a political and cultural idea, which changed .
times. Consequently, if one wishes to map the changes and contin%liti:e)sv 1er1;

Z d';‘hhe }vIvalrs ended with the Peace of Karlowitz (1699). On these wars, see: ] Whaley, Germ,
nd tne Holy Roman Empire, Volume 2: The Peace of We i Disso : o
et o o of Westphalia to the Dissolution of the Reich,
6 P.Burke, ‘Did Euro i 1
’ pe Exist before 1700?, History of European Id,
e g ea -

7  Burke, ‘Did Europe Exist before 1700?, 21. g ot
8 § i
o ).e;, ;;r'llongst others, G. Delanty, Inventing Europe: Idea, Identity, Reality (Basingstoke
: M5 ;) ilson and J. van der Dussen (eds), The History of the Idea of Europe (London, 1 ),
W;n ;e allzotto,t hEurope {in Theory) (Durham/London, 2007); P. den Boer, Europa: De gesc/u"et?::is’

n idee, 4™, rev. ed. (Amsterdam, 2005); A. Drace-Franci ’ '

" ;AL - , European Identity: } j
et i Yk 0: ncis pean Identity: A Historical
,2013); P. Pasture, Imagining European Unity si

. ; Ly since 1000 AD i

M. Wintle, The Image of Europe (Cambridge, zo0g). esnistole 20
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h in Ryswick (1697).

Negotiating peace at the House of Nieuburc

Figure 3.1
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wick of 1697.

Figure 3.2 Fireworks to celebrate the Peace of Rys

Source: Laurens Scherm, Rijksmuseum Amsterdam.
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European consciousness, a thorough analysis of the contemporary discourses
is required as well as a historical contextualization. This chapter focuses
on the European community as it was imagined in 1697 by Dutch authors
celebrating the Peace of Ryswick. The aim is threefold. Firstly, to show that
the concept of ‘imagined community’ can be stretched in a temporal way, as
it provides us with a useful tool to discern the rise of imagined communities,
more particularly the rise of national and European communities, in the early
modern period. Secondly, to demonstrate that the European community was
imagined in a variety of ways and dispersed into several different imagined
communities that were defined by in- and exclusion of other denominations.
Thirdly, to show that there was a strong interplay between the national
and European levels.? On closer inspection, these visions of Europe were
as much influenced by national perspectives as by European ideals; these
often entered into a dialogue with another. Celebrating European peace,
paradoxically, primarily served as a means to propagate national senti-
ments. The ‘European identity’ was, on the one hand, framed in terms of
religion (Christianity versus Islam), which provided the public with a sense of
timelessness. On the other hand, there was no doubt which nation was best
suited to lead this fight against the ‘pagans’; the connection with particular
political circumstances suggested a far more dynamic conceptualization of
time. In other words: history played a key role in the creation of a form of
Dutch sense of exceptionalism within a larger European framework.

This can be demonstrated by a close reading the writings published to
celebrate the Peace of Ryswick in the Dutch Republic. However, before
discussing the contents of these peace writings, some general remarks about
the use of the terms ‘imagined community’ and ‘Europe’ must be made.

The imagined European community

In his seminal book Imagined Communities, Anderson perceived modern
nations as political imagined communities that were shaped by the ver-
nacular ‘print-communities’ of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.”” He

9  Astrid Erll has convincingly argued that scholars should take into account the interrelated-
ness of the regional, national and supranational levels in comrunity building. See: A. Erll,
‘Regional integration and (trans)cultural memory’, Asia Europe Journal 8 (z010), 305-315, accessed
4-11-2015, doi: 10.1007/810308-010-0268-5.

10 B. Anderson, Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origins and Spread of Nationalism
(London, 1987), 4g. The term ‘print-communities’ is used by A. Smith, Nationalism: Theory,
Ideology, History, 2" ed. (Cambridge, 2013), 86.
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argued that the convergence of capitalism and print technology made the
emergence of these imagined communities possible. Despite not knowing
their fellow-members personally, members shared the same images of their
community, which were spread through mass media such as newspapers and

books, offering them a sense of ‘a deep, horizontal comradeship’” Hence,
1 artefact, which owed its existence to

the nation was essentially a cultura
recurrent images and discourses. Anderson explicitly situated these develop-
g the nation as a quintessentially

ments in modern times, thus considerin,
modern phenomenon.

However, in recent years, the ‘modernist paradigm’ has been challenged by a

growing number of scholars who situate the origins of nationalism and nation-
hood in earlier times. They in particular point to nations that took the form of
a national cultural and political community from a very early stage, such as
Sweden, England, Spain, Iceland and the Dutch Republic.? In the early modern
period, unifying images of these nations were disseminated through a wide
range of media, creating a sense of nationhood. Burke recently emphasized the
importance of early modern print culture, in particular printed religious texts,
sermons and catechisms, in the formation of imagined communities based
on a common language — indeed now explicitly using Anderson’s concept.”
In a similar vein, Andrew Hadfield pointed to the importance of the printing
press in the development ofa public sphere and a shared national identity in
seventeenth-century England. If one acknowledges that the printing press
played an essential role in the formation of public opinion and shaping supra-
local communities in the early modern period, thenitis only logical to apply
the concept of the ‘imagined community’ to earlier periods as well. Of course,
these early modern ‘imagined communities’ were of a completely different
nature than those of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. For one thing,
the circulation of printed material was much lower than in modern times.'s
However, the idea that the imagined community is shaped in vernacular
print-communities also makes the concept suitable for premodernists, at

11 Anderson, Imagined Communities, 16.
12 For arecent overview of the discussion between the ‘modernists and traditionalists’, see

L.Jensen, ‘The Roots of Nationalism: Introduction’, in: L. Jensen (ed.), The Roots of Nationalism:
National Identity Formation in Early Modern Europe, 1600-1815 (Amsterdam, 2016), 9-27.

13 P. Burke, ‘Nationalisms and Vernaculars, 1500-1800, in: John Breuilly (ed.), The Oxford
Handbook of the History of ‘Nationalism (Oxford, 2013), 5.
14 On the rise of public opinion in the early modern period and the role literature played in
that process, see J. Bloemendal, A. van Dixhoorn and Elsa Strietman, Literary Cultures and
Public Opinion in the Low Countries, 1450-1650 (Leiden, 2011).

15 See, for instance Burke, ‘Did Europe Exist before 17007, 29.
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least i .
e.?ls}‘lc ifone is .pfepared to use the term in a more loose, metaphorical sense
w1; lout requiring large circulation figures as a prerequisite.’® ,
. fzing tE};le same line, one could stretch the concept geographically and
nsider Europe as an imagined communi
unity. Concepts of E
abundantly present in ea : et from &
rly modern writings, as be
: . ' f comes clear from a
growing l?ody of historical works about the development of Europe as a
geographlcal, political, juridical and cultural entity."” The emergence of
?lrop:}alln consciousness is usually situated in the late fifteenth century,
when the term ‘Europe’ began to be ,
used more frequently, primari
et . q y, primarily as a
ther'lstlanfcomn}or%wealth. During the Renaissance and Enlighteni,nent
i ea of superiority entered the discourse; seventeenth- and eighteenth
c i -
Cfer.ll‘urﬁ intellectuals expressed a strong sense of belonging to a highly
iv i
e (11 1ze : Eulr.opean culture. Through this constant production of both visual
an soex ua 1r.nages of Europe, European awareness was generated, based
" n'qe pe‘:r81'stent continuities (such as its Christian character) but also
changing significantly throughout the ages.’®
- iﬁ the gz‘nlfr;y modern period the term ‘Burope’ was, broadly speaking, used
ree different contexts.” In the first :
: : : place there was a Christia
n n and
u ti T}lrllflsh context. The constant threat of invasion by the heathen Turks
;C)lecm; y after the fall of Belgrade in 1521, demanded the European princes,
an intai
o 1;1;1 sr? ;{)1 Ill(”lallflltaln peace amongst themselves and unite forces against
el Turks. Humanists like Erasmus and Vi i
! ives, for instance
o b ; , propagated
o :, url\llllon.of 'C.hrlstlans and defined Europe in opposition to the Turksgzo In
! 3, Maximilien de Béthune, minister of the French king and a Huguenot
rew u 1
indudept; Elcl)rt(zpean peace plan, pleading for a Christian Europe that did no’é
e Ottoman and Russian Empires.?* Th isti
2 The Christian and anti-Turki
" . . urkish
ncept of Europe was given an extra impulse in the 1680s, when the Ottomans
ma’lflkz:ged to expand their territory in Eastern and Central Europe
o e sec}(l)ndhccilntext entailed the relationship between Europe and other
ultures that had been discovered th
rough exploration and trade v
: : oyages,
such as Brazil, North America, India and Peru. Travellers reﬂectedyulfon

LA.D.Sm; » ry: P ty oy
16 (( 1 it )1 he Nation in Histo Histor ogra hical Debates aboutEt/mtct and National

17 See, for instance, P. Pasture, Imagining Eur opean Unit Y Since 1000 AD (Basi to. 015
y ] g
f g ( ngs ke, 201 ),

18 See also M. Wintle, ‘The Hi
. 3 istory of the Idea of E g g
o o alacishBie urope: Where Are We Now?', Perspectives
19 Burke, ‘Did Europe Exist before 17007, 24-26
20 Burke, ‘Did Europe Exist befor: '
b e 17007’; Pasture, Imagining Ei i
21 Pasture, Imagining European Union, 28. g Buropecn nion, 2

s
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their European identity in relation to these new worlds, often expressing a
sense of superiority. Growing internal political tensions in Europe triggered
the third context. One of the greatest threats to European peace came from
within: from the 1670s, the European nations were permanently embroiled
in conflict, mainly driven by the French King Louis XIV’s ambitions. One of
his fiercest opponents was the Dutch stadtholder william 111, who in 1688
became the King of England, Scotland and Ireland. He adopted a political
strategy emphasizing his role as the ‘protector and liberator of Europe’.
According to William, peace could be assured only once a territorial bar-
rier in the Spanish Netherlands had been established.?” In contemporary
diplomatic discourses Europe was perceived asa political system of different
states and nations, rather than a Christian unity. This shift from thinking in
terms of a ‘respublica christiana’ towards a balance of power rapidly gained
ground at the end of the seventeenth century and profoundly changed
the system of international relations in eighteenth-century Europe.”3 The
three different contexts in which the term ‘Europe’ was used co-existed
for a long time. Although diplomats started putting more emphasis on the
idea of Europe as a power of balance, their writings were still very much
inspired by Christian ideas in general or the idea of Europe as a Christian
unity in particular.

General outlines like these are usually based upon texts produced by a
small group of elite authors, such as Erasmus, Vives, Montaigne, and Rous-
seau, and a select number of diplomatic sources. One might therefore ask
how far European awareness stretched: was it restricted to a few intellectuals
or extended further? Burke’s thesis is that the concept of Europe became
more common in the last quarter of the seventeenth century. He points to
popular songs, diaries, and periodicals from this period that show a frequent
use of the term.?* Peace writings also offer an excellent opportunity to
gain more insight into the spread of European consciousness in the early
modern period. These writings are doomed to be forgotten because of their
ephemeral uses, but they are an important source to form an impression

22 W, Troost, “To Restore and Preserve the Liberty of Europe”™: william 1II’s Ideas on Foreign
Policy’, in: David Onnekink and Gijs Rommelse (eds), Ideology and Foreign Policy in Early Modern
Europe (1650-1750) (Ashgate, 2011), 283-285.

23 E.Luard, The Balance of Power: The System of International Relations, 1648-1815 (Basingstoke,
1992), 8-21 R. Lesaffer, Europa: een zoektocht naar vrede? 1453-1763 €11945-1997 (Leuven, 1999),
354-355; W. Schulze, ‘Europa in der frithen Neuzeit — Begriffsgeschichtliche Befunde), in: H.
Duchhardt and Andreas Kunz (eds), Europdische Geschichte als historiographisches Problem

(Mainz, 1997), 57-58.
24 Burke, ‘Did Europe Exist before 17007, 26-27.
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of o ap .
ex;):tb.hc opltm;)n hln earlier days. Although it is difficult to establish the
impact of these publications, the i
, they do give us some insight i
act impa : ght into the
zlone Ztslgllatxons and 1}(11eas of a group of people broader than the elite thinkers
.25 Persons with various backgrounds wrot
e these texts; a
authors we find a booksell i s
er, an organist, the director of th
" of the Amsterdam
eater, an alderman and several poetesses. A closer look at these texts

y ni

The Peace of Ryswick and European thought

:r}:l izace of Ryswick 1ncijced mrfmy Dutch authors to write appraisals:
40 works were published, including poems, treatises, sermons and
?;efatre plays.. They were written by a wide range of authors, w’ho came fraolin
Alm eiendt regions of the Republic. Approximately one-fifth were published in
: sterdam, while the rest appeared inities such as Groningen, Dord
Middelburg, The Hague and Leiden. gen Dordrech
These writings reveal a great interest in European affairs. Autho
flected Upoi the present state of Europe, as well as its past and it.s futurertszhre_
expressing a growing sense of ‘Europe’ as an international communit I’f e
looks‘ a.t the contexts in which Europe is mentioned, one is struck b Zh ;") et
that it is employed predominantly in a Christian and anti—Turkishyco et .
izlfys:;onddc.onﬁext (s}llperiority in relation to other continents) appearrsl cfr)l(l;
oradically, while the ide iti
and the idea of a};alance of powaero aflrEelltroot]il‘lel}ril Zlisiiltmcal conelomeration
- ;11“}11;_ I?go(:i(f; ;; i i((])}rllr1‘5;21:;111‘10 il;r(‘)li): se‘; agacilnstt) the Turkish threat was rooted
; s alrea i i imi
d}lllring earlier peace celebrations, such as tyhee;:agczSoef(ivigrfsts:::(lll::;e:;;
z eleellj:atce of Nl.p.negen (1678). In 1697, however, this theme dominates the
e Cat ;Eytwrl??}?s. The remarks of the mayor and poet Pieter Nuyts are
stic of the general mood. He speaks of ‘ ic swines’
coloured their territory red with Christiapn bloo?if. IItS ij;‘: ?:Xrl:sznvtv ?(()) s}:)ls

ifsPr?nrlt I;zzp};lltzz Zm; tze rise o{f a public. sphere, see for example A. Halasz, The Marketplace
ot Pan t;}vl " Dutc;zl dt e lPubltc Sphere in Early Modern England (Cambridge, 1997). For an
bt Bk .e:ze f)pmer'lts:_]. de Kruif, M. Meijer Drees and J. Salman, Het lange leven
i : istorische, tconag'raﬁsche, literaire en politieke apscten van pamflett

9 ilversum, 2006). For an overview of peace writings and the shaping of European arelg

Dutch identities see | ottej |
4 ensen, Celebrating Peace. The Emer ence
( N ). g genc ofDutch [dentity, 7648 7815

L
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these ‘barbarians’, who were standing at the gates of Austriaand other parts
of the Holy Roman Empire, by any and all means. Consequently the European
princes had to make peace and protect ‘the people of the European states’2
The authors agreed that Europe had to unite as Christians to stand up
against the Ottoman Empire. However, in reality there was no such thing as
one, united Christian community. Since the Reformation, Christianity had
become internally divided into Catholicism and Protestantism. This ‘chris-
tianitas afflicta’ posed a serious threat to European peace.”” Catholic princes
were opposed to Protestant rulers, who in turn were strongly divided internally
as well. Generally speaking, three different positions can be discerned in the
celebratory writings on Ryswick. The furst is the most tolerant, presenting a
European peace that includes all Christians. Christianity here refers to the
sum of Christian people, without any exceptions or hierarchical differences.
The second position gives priority to Protestants, claiming that they are the
true Christians. In order to defeat the Turks, however, a Christian union with
the Catholics is necessary. The third position leaves no room for Catholics and
defines the idea of a united Europe exclusively from a Protestant perspective.
The most tolerant position was adhered to by only a handful of authors,
while the most exclusionary image of Europe as a union of Protestants
dominates the discourse. Most Dutch authors apparently defined a ‘pax
christiana universalis’ from a Protestant perspective, considering European
peace primarily as a victory of the Protestant William I1l over the Catholic
Louis XIV. Their Protestant Europeanism went hand in hand with an Orang-
ist attitude, supporting the interests of the Dutch stadtholder. In other words,
their Protestant religion not only played role in creating a self-image of
national unity, but also in their concept of Europe.”®
The work of Frangois van Bergen, a lawyer from Middelburg in the
province of Zeeland, provides a good example of the first position, the most
tolerant one. He published a long treatise, entitled Vreugde-Reden (Oration
of Joy), in which he presents a lengthy list of the benefits of universal and
eternal peace amongst Christians. He considers peace as the ‘best triumph
of all triumphs, and the ultimate victory over all victories’.?® His description

26 Pieter Nuyts, Vredezang (Amsterdam 1697), 7, 20
27 Schulze, ‘Europain der frithen Neuzeit', 39.

28 On the importance of religion in the shaping o
to 1713, see D. Haks, “The States General on Religion an
and Prayer Days in the Dutch Republic, 1672-1713) in: David Onnekink (ed.), War a
after Westphalia, 1648-1713 (Farnham, 2009), 155°175-

29 Frangois van Bergen, Vreugde-Reden |...] Middelburg1697
ningen, en Zége-praalster over alle Zégepraalen'.

£ a national self-image during the years 1672
d War: Manifestos, Policy Documents
nd Religion

), 1:‘Overwinster van alle Overwin-

IMAGINING EUROPE
69
of peace reveals how deeply connected were the vocabularies on war and
peace, as peace was defined as the result of a hard-won battle !
V'an.Bergen presents an extensive and learned overview of (;lassical d
Chrls.tlan authors who had engaged with the issue of peace. First, he oféfl .
a series of comments by classical thinkers, including Herodot’us o) e':ls
Boethius, Cicero, and Tibullus; then these ideas are placed in a Ch’ i : -
context with fragments taken from the works of Justinian, Augustinenli/lzln
gllflin a'm((i1 ‘Er.alsmus. Van Bergen also. quotes the Italian humanist Frar;cesco
cciardini, who argued that war violated the tenets of Christianity and that
a.general peace amongst the Christian princes was necessary to }r,nainta'
piety and virtue in society3° By quoting the classical and Christian auth .
so extensively, Van Bergen situates the Peace of Ryswick in alon tradit'orS
of p.eac‘emaking, thereby putting the current developments in a?noral al1 Ofil
C}%rlstlan perspective. He ends his treatise by thanking God, the gre t:Il
Prince of Peace, who demands that his servants live in harmor’ly anigl p:a:t
Ny \c/in I?i‘gsn also wrote a long poem on the Peace of Ryswick, in which.
erls' ed the benefits of peace. All the traditional advantages of peac
ar.e mentioned, such as the renewed blossoming of trade and the artp cel
sc1eflces. Prosperous times are to be expected not only in the Dutch Re S ?)Ill
but in all European nations, including France, Ireland, Scotland Austrli)at1 t}:C
Germa}n states and Britain. In the words of the author: ‘I feel the ’resurrec’t' .
of entire Europe. This optimistic and peaceful message, however, dlon
not apply to the Turks. On the contrary. Europe must dire’ct all it ’ff -
at ‘destroying the Empire of the Ottomans’3? e
theTshe sa@e comb{natlon o.f Promotir.lg peace amongst Christians, while at
ar‘m‘e time calling for military action against the Turks, can be found i
‘the w.rltmgs of the couple Anna Maria Paauw and Christoffel Pierson. Th oy
imagined a united and peaceful Europe that unanimously stood up a : ai o
the Qttoman Empire. In 1693 Paauw had written a fierce com Iaipntilb1nSt
the discord between the Christian princes of Europe (Europaai-l(l t o
d.e oneenigheyd der Kristen Vorsten), in which she supported Williaag I?Iv?r
his fight against Louis XIV. On the occasion of the Peace of R; swickmh N
longer felt the need to take sides but called for Christian unityand S’l'e y
action against the Turks.33 Her husband went even further )l;y ex;;;z?rg

30 Van Bergen, Vreugde-reden, 8.
31 Ibid, 24.
32 Ibid, 22.
33 AnnaMaria Paauw, Vree-bazuyn:
A iyn: Uytgegalmt, Wegens de Gelukkige herstelli
eendracht, Voltrokken, op des selfs Algemene vreede (Rotterdam 1697!; g urepacs
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his hopes that the medieval crusades would be revived and that Istanbul
and Jerusalem would once again become Christian cities. Achieving this
goal would require a sustained European peace3*
Celebrating peace in general terms and refraining from mentioning any
particular names could also be a way of avoiding topics that were politi-
cally charged froma national perspective. During the Nine Years' War, the
support for the bellicose William I diminished significantly in some
cities of the Republic. In Amsterdam, for instance, high taxes had turned
the people against his rule and had even led to a popular revolt in 1696. At
the Amsterdam peace celebrations, the role of the stadtholder therefore
was remarkably limited.35 Whether the above-mentioned writers, who
published their works in the cities of Middelburg, Rotterdam and Gouda,
h considerations is hard to tell. The treatise of

were also influenced by suc
universal Christian peace.

Van Bergen, however, seems a genuine plea for a

True Christians

sed the second position — true Christians are Protes-
to counter the Turkish threat
fe haven for Protestants but

Dutch authors expres
tants, but peace with Catholics is necessary
_ more often. They imagined Europe as a sa
emphasized the necessity of Christian unity for both ideological (the war
against the Turks) and pragmatic reasons. The above-mentioned Halma, for
instance, propagated an alliance between William IIT and Louis XIV, not
only because their union would strengthen Europe in its struggle against
the Turks but also for commercial trade reasons: ‘Now you can send fleet
after fleet to the shores and harbours of France, / With stiff clotted cream,
the fruit of the Dutch cow.3¢ He hoped that the Dutch stadtholder and
French king would live in peace and ‘true alliance’, although only one of
them professed the true religion, namely William I1L: ‘God’s community
considers him as the protectionist of true religion37 The fairly obscure poet
Hendrik Hasmoor also praised the Catholic princes, in particular Louis XIV

34 Christoffel Pierson, Op het sluyten van De Eeuwige Vreede, In ‘t jaar 1697 (Gouda 1697).

35 K.vander Haven, “Pat heeft men uw Beleid, uw groot Beleid te danken”: theatervieringen
van de Vrede van Rijswijk (1697), in Amsterdam en Hamburg), Holland 35 (2004), 313-326.

36 Halma, Europe herstelt, 8: ‘Nu zend gy vloot op vloot naar Vrankryks kust en haven, [ Met
styfgeronnen room, de vrucht van Hollandsch koe

37 Halma, Europe herstelt, 8: ‘waare bondschap’, 12:
Geloofsverweerder.

‘Godts Kruiskerk ziet op hem als haar
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and Lc?opold I, for contributing to peace, but also saved most of his prai
for ‘I.Brltain’s very famous King William, the Dutch glory and honou I?;:lse
P.1et.er Rabus equally emphasized the importance of peace amonrs.t th
Christian princes and rulers in his work. Rabus was a self-made intellge t i
from the city of Rotterdam, who is known for having established th Cﬁua
Iearljled periodical in Dutch, De Boekzaal van Europe (1692-1702) Ii brSt
d'esplsed dogmatism in religious matters, on both the Protestant a7nd éat; ;S
sides. He propagated an enlightened view of religion, based upon the critﬁ:;
It_llse of reason. He was, however, very outspoken in his political convictions39
e whole-heartedly supported William I1J, as also becomes clear in hi
celebratory poem on the Peace of Ryswick, Vrede- en vreugdezan lrlThlS
Dutch stadtholder was portrayed as the great hero of Europear;q warfa . he
excelle'd in the Battle of Boyne, where he defeated the English Kin rje, e
11, and in the reconquering of Namen in 1695. According to Rabus V%/'fll'nes
III should be seen as the hero and great liberator of Europe, who h’ad 1 lan;
the way to stability and peace in Europe. Rabus’ celebratio,n of Williapa‘;(;l
}I}I(;v::::r(,icii}? 1t1(éthlead to strong anti-Catholic statements. On the conglary,
ed that Christians should unite in order ‘
problem of the Turkish threat that was endanger:flgc fllll; stte:btlllllet H;‘;‘; o
’.1”1.1e third and least tolerant position was dominant in the Zeleburf? -
;,;rlr;’tmtgs on Ryswick. Most Dutch authors interpreted the Europeanr;ezzz
rotestant terms and considered it as a vi i
William III over the Catholic French King‘;,lsz?;((l)\f/jd;;z rc(;tr(:lStant ng
pcl)et Johan Snep expressed this point of view most explicitly. }I;: Sr?;:?tgd
; ezﬁg lcoioem on the Peace of Ryswick in the provincial town Zierikzee in
e r_1G, onb Novemb.er 1697, which had been officially designated by the
es enefal as anational day of prayer. These prayer days created a sense
of community on a supra-regional level and went hand in hand with all
sorts of social events, such as church services, meals, musical : 'a
performances and fireworks.*° , .
‘Vrzngzi Z pg(}eln? comprised more than five hundred verses and was entitled:
e T , ristenheyd. Ge.slt?oten op het kasteel tot Rijs-wijk, Den 20 Sep-
ember 1697’ (Peace of Christianity. Conducted at the Castle of Ryswi Il)<
20 September 1697). The title suggests solidarity amongst all Chr}i’stvi\:xis’

38 Hendrik Hasmoor, Oorlo K
g envreede Of d’'Oorlog door Vreede ver;

Hasm rjaagt. In ‘t Jaar 16 -
dam (;697), 13: ‘Eng’lands hoog beroemde Koning, / Wiljam, Hollands roem e{1 eerl’ o (st
:;)l nvl?abus religious and political viewpoints: P. Rietbergen, ‘Pieter Rabus en de iioekz I

rope’, in:J. Bots (ed.), Pieter Rabus en de Boekzaalvan Europe 1692-1702 (Amsterdam, 197. ;a o
,1974),1-109.

40 D. Haks, Vaderland en vrede 167: icitei e, 7
) 4 2-1713% Publiciteit over de 7 ek i
( . ’ )) o, (et Nederlandse RepublL k in oo log
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but in reality, Snep directed his attacks at the Catholic French and their
ambitious King Louis XIV. The established peace was, in fact, a triumph
for william IIL:

Now one can see the pride of France trampled underfoot,
Murder and fire, and fierce combat expelled

The bloody flags displayed at rest,

The entire Christianity has bound itself with precious oaths
And kissed sweet Peace all together.#”

This fragment makes clear that true Christians were Protestants and that
the Catholics were to be despised. The Dutch Republichad a specialrole to
fulfil in Europe’s history, as it revealed the other nations the right direction
in religious matters. Snep expressed a sense of superiority by claiming that
the Dutch God’s Chosen People (Dutch Israél). This idea was also often
propagated by ministers from the Reformed Church as Cornelis Huisman
has shown in his study on national consciousness in Reformed circles in
the eighteenth century.**

Snep also presented an extensive overview of the history of the Dutch
Republic, starting with the Eighty Years’ War against Spain and ending
with the treaty of Ryswick. The Revolt was represented as a struggle for
the freedom of religion, led by the heroic William of Orange against the
‘monstrous’ Duke of Alba. With the help of God, the Dutch had managed
to liberate themselves from oppression and had settled peace at Miinster in
1648. Those who died in their fight for freedom should be considered as God's
Chosen People and martyrs, who had spread the ‘true seed of the church’.#3
Snep continues by discussing the disasters of the year 1672, when both France
and the bishop of Miinster attacked the Dutch Republic. Once again, God
sending a new stadtholder, William I1I, who took the lead in the struggle
against France, saved the Republic. As a second ‘Hercules, William I11 had
gained important victories, defeated the Catholic King James I and planted
the Orange flag at the Castle of Namen in 16g5. According to Snep, this last

41 Johan Snep, Vreugde-galmen, Ter Gedagtenis van de Algemeyne Vrede der Christenheyd
(Middelburg 1697), 4: ‘Nu siet men Vrankryks trots, en hoogmoed met de voet | Verbrijseld, Moord
en Brand, en felle Krijg vertreden, / De Bloedige Banier, te pronk elk is in rust, / De gantsche
Christenheyd, heeft sig met diere Eeden | Verknogt, en soo al t'saem, de lieve Vréé gekust/

42 C.Huisman, Neerlands Israél: Het natiebesef der traditioncel-gereformeerden in de achttiende
eeuw (Dordrecht, 1983), 52-60.

43 Snep, Vreugde-galmen, 8. Cf. Tertullian, Apologeticus, ch. 50, 13: “The blood of the martyrs

is the seed of the church/
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event i :
histor S}}fllclld bg considered a turning point in the nation’s and Europe’s
y. It forced France to accept peace and a set of humiliating conditicr:ns-

The French crown had to throw everything up again

What it had swallowed, and
" now the head of King William i i
See there the Christian nations S

And all the princes of Europe making peace.44

Peace was made between the Christi
ac ristian nations, which basi
William III had taken back what he was entitled to weeally meant hat
Snep’ i .
o Vr:’(;i isnz;lﬁsta(f:k on Fra}rllce did not stand by itself but can be witnessed in
of many other Dutch authors as well. Thei i
che : ‘ Jutch . Their anti-French feeli
WEI; ;;;g 1;1 hand with anti-papist utterances and laudations of Williamnlgﬁ
e Ofteni ended tc;LIte Christian principles. To reinforce their statements
ompared Louis XIV with the m i
: ythological figure Ph
overplayed his hand by wantin ive hi : et ot
: g to drive his father’s chariot. H
and was killed by Jupiter with a thundetbolt.*s Helostcontrol

Concluding remarks

Dut
Sensceh e;uth}cl)rs who celebrated the Peace of Ryswick expressed a stron
sen op(; 0&; isn gatr}e:d r[(‘:olliective European identity, in which being Christiargl
e Turks were the binding forces. Th i
R . g forces. They unanimously pleaded
peace, in order to unite the Eur i
: ' opea i
their fight against the infidel Turks. peanprinces ndmlersin
Their visi .
mag ielr ZI.SIOIIS, however, were not identical. The European community was
ned in a variety of ways, ranging fro
. | m a very tolerant -Christi
ideal image to a less tole i ; y R
rant view. A minority included all Christi
pdeal) : : all Christians in their
andge :;i (]ju;o(;z)e, l:«vllule most emphasized the superiority of Protestantisrln
ed Catholics from their ideal Eur
| . opean community. Th
mainly driven by national i orters of the
' sentiments and were f1
main ati erce supporters of th
. ig sta?th?lqer William IIL They defined European peacep in terms of .
bell.ory of William IIT over the French king, which gave these texts a rath. ;
. a
icose, aggressive character. Their Europeanism served, in fact, as a .
) ,as ameans

44 Snep, Vr eugde—galmen, 24 ‘de rance Kroon weer alle y oe y
g :
. . ‘ s uyt moest braaken, ‘tGeenh 1 1ad
geslo. t. En dus op niew geglerd, / Het Hoofd van KOIlI'ﬂg Wilm siet daar de Cl/lrl ten Land
ingesl ki W y sten Landen;

/ En al de Vorsten van Europa tot verdrag'.

5 ] b O
4 See fOr instance, Cornelis Sweer ts, De tr tumfeei ende vr ede (AmStEIdam 169 7)
5
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to propagate Orangism on a national level. Europe was basically used as an
extension of their nationally oriented political and religious views.

Despite these differences, there was also a general sense of relief that
nine years of warfare had come to an end. However, the hopes for a better
future and a united Europe soon vanished into thin air. Only a few years
after the treaties of Ryswick were signed, the War of the Spanish Succession
(1702-1713), broke out. France, Spain, Cologne and Bavaria found themselves
opposed to Britain, the Dutch Republic, most states of the Holy Roman
Empire, Portugal and Savoy. Again, major battles were fought, for example,
at Hochstadt (1704), Ramillies (1706), and Oudenaarde (1708). In 1713 peace
was made in Utrecht, and this time, the treaties would indeed bring an end
to the French aspirations of establishing a ‘universal monarchy’

When comparing the Dutch celebratory writings of Ryswick and Utrecht,
two differences stand out. Firstly, William 111 plays only a minor role in the
occasional writings of 1713. His death in 1702 marked the beginning of the
so-called second stadtholderless period (1702-1747), and this is reflected in
his absence from most of the texts.4® Secondly, the notion of a European
community being held together by the Turkish threat has disappeared
completely. This absence can be explained by the fact that in 1699 the Peace
of Karlowitz had been signed, ending the Austro-Ottoman War and the
acute threat of a Turkish invasion. Instead, Europe was being defined more
in terms of a collection of competitive states, in which the Dutch Republic
stood out. In other words, between 1697 and 1713 the concept of Europe as a
Christian union (‘pax christiana universalis') was replaced by a vocabulary
that focused more on the idea of Europe asa political community.’

This shift can also be seen in the studies on European thought in relation
to peace and international relations of Burke, Duchhardt and Schulze.*®
Hence, it is not this shift that is most remarkable but the fact that this
conceptual change is also visible in the occasional, ephemeral writings
of that time. Overviews of early modern concepts of Europe tend to focus
on a small group of elite thinkers and politicians, but these sources reveal

46 Although some authors, like Coenraet Droste, Jacobus de Groot and Francois Halma, grabbed
the opportunity to make an Orangist statement. See L. Jensen, “Visions of Europe: Contrasts and
Combinations of National and European Identities in Literary Representations of the Peace of
Utrecht (1713), in: R. de Bruin et al. (eds), Performances of Peace: Utrecht 1713 (Leiden/Boston,
2015), 169-171.

47 Jensen, ‘Visions of Europe’, 173-177-

48 Burke, ‘Did Europe Exist before 17007, 27; H. Duchhardt, Frieden im Europa der Vormoderne.
Ausgewidihlte Aufsiitze 1979-201, ed. and intro. Martin Espenhorst (Paderborn, 2012), 114-115;
Schulze, ‘Europa in der frithen Neuzeit', 57-58.
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th
‘ at European awareness was more widespread. The imagined European
ommunity was present in the minds
of many others as well, i i
e . - , includin
an r(;rgl,jltnlst hfrom Middelburg, a poetess from Rotterdam and a bookselle%
om o rec : t. Mo‘reover, they gave the public a dynamic vision of Dutch
t cep 1.onahsm w.1th1n alarger European framework, which was connected
o particular political events and a particular time frame. This makes it

even more plausible to apply Anderson’
rson’s term of the imagi i
to premodern times. seinedcommunity
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