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probably also shows his nervousness and lack of self-confidence. He pretends to
be a real sturdy boy, but his experience with the prostitute, for instance,
proves that’s he’s actually a big coward and that he’s merely a boy of big
stories and words. However, Holden seems to be a good boy at heart. He is

Just afraid of Tiving in the rea] world and facing reality.

He’s very critical and observant of the people he meets, especially people who
can be stereotyped. People put in boxes and belonging to different groups are
hated by Holden as can be seen in his words:

"...and everybody sticks in these goddam clicks. The guys that are on the
baskettball team stick together, the Catholics stick together, the goddam
intellectuals stick together, the guys that play bridge stick together, even th

guys that belong to the goddam Book-of-the Month Club stick together." (p.137)
This attitude is exactly what I didn’t fully like about Holden. I felt irritated

Holden is unaware of the fact that he’s completely messing up his life. He
doesn’t realise that as he keeps searching, hiding and running from place to
place, he’s falling to pieces physically and mentally. But, unlike Holden, I
care very much about the things I do and about my future 1! Holden’s attitude
towards life is really a bit negative, a thing that his younger sister, Phoebe,
has also noticed:

You don’t 1ike anything that’s happening", she says to Holden (p.176). But there
is one exception: Holden adores children , because they are so natural, honest
and they are stilj themselves. Phoebe, for example, just about kills him and he

wants to protect her from the mean outside world of grown-ups, who are

*
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J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye, Penguin Edition 1963. A1l quotations
referring to The Catcher in the Rye will be from this edition.




hypocritical and dishonest. ( I do not think, by the way, that it’s ga
coincidence that the author has given hey the name of Phoebe, because Phoebus
was Apollo, the god of sun. Phoebe is the shining bright T1ittie kid for Holden,
his sunshine.)

However, I think Holden actually does care for other people besides children and
he admits this himself in the last line of the book:" pon’t ever tel] anybody
anything. If you do, you start missing everybody." he says (p.220). It’s clear,
that Holden is a boy who’s afraid of committment, rejection and becoming one of
the others. He’s very scared of entering the big adult world and facing its
responsibilities. He Tongs for the safety of childhood (and don’t we all
sometimes ?).

To compensate for his own failure, Holden makes up a brave hero-role for
himself; : he wants to be 3 catcher in the rye when he grows up: " I am standing
on the edge of some Crazy cliff, what | have to do, I have to catch everybody if

they start to go over the c]iff".(p.l80)

aiming at. " If You had a millijon years to do it, you couldn’t rub oyt even

half the "-you’ signs in the world. It’g impossible, Holden realizes (p.208).
And we really know for sure that Holden wil] lose his fight, when the two Tittle
boys, that accompany him in the museum, are frightened and run away when they
have come down to the tomb with mummies. Left alone down there with the burried
Egyptian, Holden thinks about his own tombstone.

"I think, even if I ever die, and they stick me in a cemetary and I have a
tombstone and all, it’11 say "Holden Caulfijelq’ on it, and then what year Iwas
born and what year ] died, and right under that it’11 say "-you’. I'm positive
in fact" (p.211). 1 really felt sorry for Holden at this point: he isn’t even

able to prevent a '-you’ sign on his own tombstone!




My father and I didn’t have the same feelings about Holden in all respects,
though we were same age when we read the book. To my father, the most important
part of the book was Holden’s Tong wandering through New York trying to find an
honest person, in which he recognized himself. But, as I said before, in this
part of the book, I was often annoyed by the fact that Holden doesn’t seem to
care about his future at al]. It’s however Togical that my father felt closer to
Holden at this point, because he 1ived in a different time, in which you didn’t
know if it was any use caring about a future.

My father belonged to the generation that grew up just after the Second World
War, when a great many dreams seemed to have been shattered forever. Those young
people were desperately Tooking for something real to hold on to and live for,
Just like Holden is searching for Tove, human contact and the truth about life
in a world, where children seem to be the only real and honest people remaining.
You just had to Took around to see what the behaviour of adults had resulted in!
So the young people felt disqusted by the corruption and hypocrisy of the adult
world and my father was among the millions of young people that recognized in
Holden an image of themselves. They felt that they were not alone, but they felt
supported by Holden.

Whereas my father lived in this uncertain period, in which you didn’t know what
you were heading for and in which ideals had been destroyed, I Tive in a
completely new modern mass society, in which everything seems to be planned and
ruled by computers ( the ironical thing is that I 1ive in the world that these
young people helped to build up. This scares mel!).

That’s why I felt related to Holden in the way, that in this mass world, where
Computers tend to take over control, we, young people, also have to look for an
identity and to be careful not to Jose ourselves. But the sad thing is, if you
don’t want to lose yourself, most of the time you have to conform to a group

of people, who stick together in their little box, just the thing Holden hates.




However, you have to ljve with it to survive and in the end, Holden fortunately
realizes that himself. So to me, this was the most important part of the book:
Although Phoebe is too big, she gets on the carouse] and she tries to catch the
ring during the ride, because she’1] get a free ride if she catches it. Holden
says: "The thing with kids is, if they want to grab for the gold ring, you have
to Tet them do it and not say anything. If they fall off, they fall off, but it
is bad if you say anything to them." (p. 218).

It is exactly here, I think he realizes, that he cannot prevent children from
growing up, and moreover, he suddenly sees the light in his own messed-up 1ife.
He has to catch the ring in Tife in order to get out of his misery and to be
able to start again. So although he is miserable and sick, he feels happy
inside because he has seen the Tight. "I felt so damned happy all of a sudden"

he says (p. 219).

I absolutely see this as a positive end to the book, because Holden has thought
about himself and now he will be able to make a completely fresh and new start
in Tife. This made me happy, because Holden is too sweet a boy not to survive
in Tife. It just happens to be so that every young person has to find himself a
way through this time. We have to find some kind of an identity and make the
step into the big adult world and this makes us all 1ittle Holdens.

So although my father and I read the book in different times and didn’t
consider the same parts of the book equally important, we could both

identify ourselves with Holden, and Holden became for both of us a Tittle part

of ourselves!
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